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Prelude "Every Knee Shall Bow," Lloyd Larson 

(Prerecorded by Messiah Choir) 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  

In the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

 
Silence is kept for self-examination. 

  



 

 

Most merciful God 

have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you 
and given ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry 
and humbly repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  



 

 

Gathering Song “At the Name of Jesus,” #416, stanzas 1, 3, 5 

 

 

 
 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
  



 

 

Hymn of Praise “Praise God from Whom  

All Blessings Flow,”#884 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in 
your presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all 
the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, 
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
  



 

 

The Word of God 

First Reading Acts 1:1-11 

 [Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all 
that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when 
he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his 
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them 
not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 
Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” 
  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is 
this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He 
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he 
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has  
  



 

 

been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.” 
  The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm   47:5-9 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

5God has gone up | with a shout, 
  the LORD with the sound | of the ram’s horn. 
6Sing praises to | God, sing praises; 
  sing praises to our | king, sing praises.  
7For God is king of | all the earth; 
  sing praises | with a song. 
8God reigns o- | ver the nations; 
  God is en- | throned on high. 
9The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of 
the | God of Abraham. 
  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly 
        exalted.  
  



 

 

Second Reading Ephesians 1:15-23 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give 
thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 
him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what 
is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. 20God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

  



 

 

Gospel Acclamation “Be Not Afraid,” #388 

 

 
 

Gospel Luke 24:44-53 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 
the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the 
city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his 
hands, he blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he 
withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they 



 

 

worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and 
they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Song of the Day “O Christ, Our Hope” 

 
      4    All     praise   to      you     as  -   cend  -  ed      Lord;  All        glo  -  ry        ev  -  er 

 
            Be                      To         Fa   -   ther,   Son,     and         Ho   -   ly          Ghost   Through 

 
            all      e     -     ter  -   ni   -   y!           Through  all        e     -     ter  -   ni   -    y! 

Sermon 

  



 

 

Confession of Faith 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  



 

 

Offering 

Use this moment to watch and pray as offerings received this past week are 
presented at the altar.  If the Lord so moves you, you can also make an 
offering from home by texting 855-913-1744 or by following this link to our 
online giving portal. 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord in your mercy. . .  
Hear our prayer. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 
kingdom come.  Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.   Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ 
ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things: 
Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, 
he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=4dgLLgf_GgEjxMZ9RXJTsYUJZQqTMJ6vZBbu8EGot0B9G1jZNbXrNhDdkG7aExsfrs91PgJOZ5GgEk-GVbR_e_hX1a1btNQNDVgPpvPHeMt_JN6D21jwtPqNHJL91g6My9qRuPD6qlYeEbfEVuzM-qpUb7xtQWHyihuEmCLOHNc=&ver=3%5d


 

 

Sending 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Song “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” #393 

 stanzas 1, 2, 5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Al – le   lu  -  ia!    Al-le- 

lele 



 

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude “Crown Him with Many Crowns,” 

Jonathan Reus 
 
Permission to reprint music in this service obtained from OneLicense.net with License #702571 
"At the Name of Jesus", Music from Songs of Praise © Oxford University Press; 1925 
"Be Not Afraid" Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 
“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!”: Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – The Rev. Steele-Steeber 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Music Director – Connie Triplett 
 

Acolyte – Gavin Waugaman 
 

Singers – Brad Paton & Priscilla Hinsch 
 

 


